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Utah’s Jim Olsen Receives NGA Association  

Leadership Award 
 
Jim Olsen, President of the Utah Food Industry Association, 

and former Chair of FIAE, was honored during the Washing-

ton Public Policy Conference as the 2009 recipient of the 

NGA Association Leadership Award. 

 

For  over thirty years Jim has been dedicated to the retailers 

and  wholesalers of Utah, working tireless to represent the  

industry before local, state, and federal officials.  His efforts 

over the past three decades have pushed millions of dollars to 

his retailer‟s bottom line either by passing or killing various 

pieces of legislation.  “Jim‟s dedication and commitment to his 

members and the industry is unmatched.  He is a tireless  

advocate for Utah‟s retailer and wholesaler grocers, and in particular Utah‟s independent family owned grocers, says 

Tom Zaucha, President and CEO of NGA. 

 

FIAE is proud of Jim‟s achievements and grateful for the outstanding leadership and support he has provided to 

FIAE over the years, but did you know this about Jim?  He flies an airplane and rides a motorcycle!     

Congratulations, Jim on this recognition. 

 

 

Fran Preston Receives FMI MacManus Association Executive Award  
 

NCRMA President Fran Preston received the Food Marketing Institute Donald H. MacManus Association Executive 

Award in recognition of her extraordinary leadership in public affairs.  In presenting the award, Leslie Sarasin,  

President and CEO, FMI said, “Fran is a most compelling and effective industry advocate.  She uses exceptional 

communication skills to translate the complex into the meaningful, showing public officials the true impact of  

proposed laws and regulations.” 

 

Fran Preston serves on FIAE‟s Board of Directors.  Congratulations, Fran, on receiving this outstanding award, and 

thanks for the invaluable contributions you make to our Association. 

 

 

“The Future of Associations:  Embracing the Revolution” 
 

One of the featured program segments scheduled for FIAE‟s Annual Conference in November, is “The Future of 

Associations”.  Jeff DeCagna, chief strategist and founder of Principled Innovation LLC and the association  

community‟s leading voice for innovation,  is scheduled to be the speaker and presenter on this very important topic. 
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(continued from page 1) 

DeCagna is an author, speaker and advisor to associations across North America and around the world.  He is a Fellow 

of ASAE & The Center for Association Leadership.  He is one of the “Five Independent thinkers” who wrote the 

groundbreaking book, We Have Always Done It That Way:  101 Things About Associations We Must Change.   

 

 

Is Your Board “Micro-Managing” Your Association? 
 

One of the latest discussions on ASAE‟s Listserve addresses the issue of Boards who tend to be too “hands on” with  

administrative functions and in creating employee policies.  One association posed the question: 

 

Question:  We are in the process of developing a comprehensive employee manual.  Our board of directors is getting 

very “hands on” regarding the various policies – annual leave, compensatory time, etc.  Is this standard board activity, or 

is it getting too much in the weeds?  If it is in the weeds, what would you do to make it work? 

 

Response:  From serving on a board and from dealing with my current board, I‟ve only seen boards micromanage when 

a crisis has occurred, such as a financial one, an unexpected departure or change at the executive level, or if a legal en-

tanglement has cropped up.  I would get some clear understanding now as to what they want, and expect to be in-

volved in and what your authority is.  I’d also compare that to the current bylaws to see if it’s consistent with 

what has already been established, as well as comparing it to your job description. 

 

Response:  Ours is a policy governance board, so there is a clear structure in place 

that helps to keep the board focused on its job and not the day-to-day management. 

 

Would you Like to Comment? 
 

 

 

USDA to Oversee School Snack Food 
 

According to Chairman of the Senate Agriculture Committee, Senator Tom Harkin, 

the U. S. Agriculture Department would be given the power to regulate all food sold 

in school – including vending machine snacks – when Congress renews child  

nutrition programs.   Harkin said he wanted USDA to oversee all food in schools, 

“so nutrition programs are not „undermined‟ by junk food in vending machines.”  

Earlier this year, Harkin co-sponsored a bill focused on setting nutritional standards 

for food in school vending machines and stores to combat childhood obesity rates.  

For more information see:  www.reuters.com 
 

 

Animal Welfare, Animal Care and Ballot Initiatives:  What’s 

the Solution? 
 

In a recent article written by Dr. Candace Croney and Dr. Stanley Curtis for “Feedstuffs FoodLink”, they state that 

“Recent activity to formally regulate farm animal welfare reform has resulted in discussions that are so contentious and 

polarized that reason, science and objectivity have been lost.”  In February 2009, HSUS indicated interest in farm ani-

mal welfare reform in Ohio.  In response to current farm animal production practices, which permit close confinement of 

veal calves, pigs, and laying hens, the Humane Society has campaigned for several years to put animal welfare reform 

initiatives on state ballots throughout the U.S. 

 

According to Drs. Croney and Curtis, “almost all have passed, most recently Proposition 2, which passed in California 

last year. 

Credit Crunch?  Grow Your Own  
Vegetable Garden 

 
In a difficult economic environment 
consumers are becoming more and 
more “smart” by growing their own 
vegetable garden.   According to an 
eBay research on the distribution pat-
tern of vegetable seeds in the first 3 
months of 2009, compared with the 
previous year, in Germany sales rose by 
40%; France 30%; while in Ireland, Po-
land and Spain the sale of seeds rose 
respectively 125, 103 and 71%.  In the 
US, the D. Landreth Seed Company, in 
New Freedom, registered a whopping 
75% increase in seed sales, while seed 
producers and merchants across the US 
are reporting the same phenomenon of 
crazy demand and even some short-
ages.   
Source: info@foods-line.com 

http://www.reuters.com
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Ohio State University experts point to the adverse effects an animal welfare law would have on not only animal welfare 

but Ohio‟s agriculture and economy.  To read go to: http://www.feedstuffsfoodlink.com/ME2/dirmod.asp?

sid=&nm=&type=news&mod=News&mid=9A02E3B96F2A415ABC72CB5F516B4C10&tier=3&nid=D805BA55A75

94AD5A86676727925C567 

 

Delaware Repeals Bottle Law 
 

On July 1, 2009 the Delaware House and Senate overwhelmingly voted to repeal the state‟s 25-year old bottle bill.   

Proponents of repeal argued that,  “Delaware’s unique container deposit law has complicated recycling issues in the 

state for many years.”   Aluminum cans were exempted from their bottle law several years ago which allowed public 

and private recyclers to handle these cans and capture their value.   The Legislature, therefore, determined that for the  

limited types of containers subject to deposits, (glass and plastic bottles containing carbonated beverages smaller than  

64 oz) it has proven costly and largely ineffective. 

 

The Legislature‟s votes reflect the reality that the time and financial resources of the state‟s consumers and businesses 

would be better spent focusing on broad-based recycling efforts that target all materials. 

 

Attend FIAE’s Annual Conference and hear more about how they made this happen! 
 

Americans Against Food Taxes 
 

The U. S. House of Representatives just released their proposal for reforming health care, and a tax on juice drinks and 

soda was not included.  FIAE, as well as many state associations signed on as a member of the Americans Against Food 

Taxes Coalition, and thousands of calls and e-mails were sent to Members of Congress.  These collective efforts have 

had a tremendous impact, according to ABA.  The Coalition has launched an advertising campaign which you can view 

the TV ad on YouTube or by visiting the Coalition‟s website at: www.nobeverageandfoodtaxes.com.  Also, the Coali-

tion is urging that everyone continue to spread the word about Americans Against Food Taxes and encourage your 

members, employees, family and friends to email their members of Congress to reject regressive and discriminatory bev-

erage taxes. 
  

Coalition Against Organized Retail Crime 
 

At FMI request, FIAE signed on as a member of the Coalition Against Organized Retail Crime to support three ORC 

initiatives that have been introduced in the 111th Congress.  The goal of the coalition is to show a broad base of endorse-

ments for S-470 by national organizations, companies, state associations, consumer groups and law enforcement.  For 

more information, contact Amber Landis at the Retail Industry Leaders Association at amber.landis@rila.org  or Ty 

Kelly at FMI, 202-220-0629. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

FOOD INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVES 

2009 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 

NOVEMBER 11-14, 2009 

HYATT REGENCY SUITES  

PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA 

 

Leslie Sarasin, President & CEO, Food Marketing Institute to Keynote FIAE Conference 

 

See Conference Schedule on Page 4 

mailto:amber.landis@rila.org


 

FIAE’s 82
nd

 Annual Convention 

Preliminary Schedule of Events 
 

Wednesday, November 11, 2009 

 

1:00 PM – 5:00 PM Registration  

3:00 PM – 5:00 PM  Board Meeting  

6:00 PM – 7:00 PM Board Reception (all attendees invited) 

 

Thursday, November 12, 2009 

 

7:30 AM – 4:00 PM Registration  

7:30 AM – 8:30 AM Issue Breakfast – WIC Discussion & Action Plan 

9:00 AM – 10:00 AM “The Future of Associations; Managing Change” – Jeff DeCagna, Principled Innovations 

10:00 AM – 11:00 AM “Social Networks & Website Development – Are they Valuable Tools for Associations and Their  

 Members?”   

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM Panel discussion - “Green is Gold” 

 

12:00 PM – 1:00 PM Buffet Luncheon  

1:15 PM – 2:00 PM Keynote Address – Leslie Sarasin, President & CEO, Food Marketing Institute 

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM  “Food Safety, Recalls, and Legislation”  

3:00 PM – 4:00 PM “Bottles, Bags and BPAs” 

4:00 PM – 6:00 PM Free Time 

6:00 PM – 7:30 PM Welcome Reception & Silent Auction  

 

Friday, November 13, 2009 

 

7:30 AM – 12:00 Noon Registration  

8:00 AM – 9:00 AM Issue Breakfast – “Alabama‟s Eating at Home” Program - & California‟s “Public-Private Partnership  

 on Disaster Preparedness” 

9:00 AM – 10:00 AM  “Win the Customer, Not the Argument” – Don Gallegos, Champion of Customer Service and Author. 

10:00 AM – 11:30 AM Executive Roundtable – “Best Practices” and Sharing of New Initiatives by State Associations 

 

11:30 AM    Afternoon Free  

 

12:00 PM – 5:00 PM Golf Tournament – Tahquitz Creek Resort 

 

6:30 PM – 7:15 PM Chairman‟s Reception  

7:15PM – 10:00 PM Annual Dinner & GMA Award  

10:00 PM – 12:00 AM Chairman‟s Hospitality  

 

Saturday, November 14, 2009 

 

8:00 AM – 11:00 AM Registration  

8:00 AM – 9:00 AM Breakfast Roundtable - 1) Earning your CAE; 2) The PETA Hysteria 

9:00 AM – 10:30 AM FIAE‟s “Strategic Planning” Report 

10:30 AM – 11:30 AM Annual Meeting  

 

Adjournment of 2009 Conference 


